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species typical ol these parts ol the Alj^s. Vhc volume is completc^cl 
with a (hapter on hotaiii/iiii^ in the Alps, iti which a plea is made lor 
caution lest rare spexies he eradicated, and on the* protection ol the 
nature ol the Alps so that luture j^enerations also will he al)le to enjoy 
the same* beauty ohserved by present visitors. I here is a short bibli- 
o}>raphy and f»()ocl indices to both volumes at the end ol the sexond 
volume. 

.\lthouiL>h the* dc‘s('riptions in th(‘se volumes are based on the flora and 
vegetation ol the Alps, they are ol great interest also to those who arc 
concenuxl with the plants of American mountains, notal)ly those in 
New Kngland. Naturally, the s|)e( ies are rarc*ly the same, and the com¬ 
munities are also very dillc rent and nexer as coloiiul here as in the \i, )S, 
but the general character of the* vegetation is rather similar and its 
history mav also be somewhat c'omparal)le in these formerly periglacial 
mountain complexes. 

"riie delightful xolumes bv Professor Kavarger are a great tribute to 
the many l)otanists of the rc*gion he* treats past and presc*nt. The lit¬ 
erary abilities of the author and his deep knowledge of the Mora and 
\egc‘tation of his Al|)s greatly enhance the* xalue of the* books. The 
artist, W A. Robc*rt, is also worthy of ])raise, and so is the* printer and 
publishc*!'. riie books arc* to be recommended not only to those inter- 
c*stc*cl in mountains in general and the Al|)s in j)articular, but also to 
botanists and botanicallx' minded tourists xisiting the All )s. A careful 
study of the xolumes before such a visit will greatly increase its \alue 
and also open one’s eyes to the many features in botany which nowlierc 
arc* more* distinct and better studied than in the* Alps in Swit/erlancl. 

AsKCi I Lc)\ i:. 

INS riTU I HO I AMOl K l)K I ’iMVKRSn K DK MON I RCAL. 


PorcNriLLA ANc;i ic:a in \i \v ^'c)KK. — For over eight veais I 

Cl y 

h:ivf <)l)sc‘r\’C(l in the Hioiix anti in Hrookivn. Now Cit\. a 

( rfc“piii,i; PotnUilUt that answers to the description ol P. tni^^licn 
Laichai'tlint; (/^ procii)n hens Sihth.)- In Xoveinher, I95(’) I oh¬ 
served. hilt did not tolleii, the same speties in a yard at (ircat 
Niak. Nassau Coimiv, Lon|i^ Islaiul. Mv collect ions, tleposited in 
the Herbariinn ol l lii' New \Ork Botanical (iarden, are Monn- 
cfiino sji. (('>-22-r)0). ronnerly the grounds ol The New ^’ork 
Botanical Garden, near the Allerton .Avenue entraiue, |nne 22, 

.s.n. (10-28-5.^). (n. n .). south of the Conservatorv. on a 
lawn near |nni|)er jilantings, at least two major ijalclies, Oct. 28, 
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1953; 622, same station, June 30, 1958; also two fragments col¬ 
lected as vouchers and jilaccd in ])ackcts are from the Brooklyn 
Botanic Gartlen, N. V. C., on a lawn, June 30, 1950, and June 7, 
1958. I'hc species has flowers chiefly 4-petaled and stem leaves 
predominantly 3-foliolate. It forms a conspicuous, low, tlensc 
colony; the repent stems branch and they often root at the nodes; 
the basal leaves are 5-foliolate, the stem leaves most 3-foliolate. 
I’he petioles in the plants examined arc uj) to 3.5 cm. long; the 
corolla is 10-15 mm. across, the petals are a little longer than the 
sepals, obovate, slightly emarginate at the ajjex, bright yellow on 
the upjjer sitlc, orange-yellow at the l)ase; the carjjels are about 
20-25 in nundjer. Many achenes in no. 622 have become enlarged 
and jjlnmp, but are not fully matured. Our jilant is the small- 
flowered form named f. paniijlora Domin in Wolf’s monograph 
(1908). Clapham et al. (1952) describe the diameter of the flower 
of P. anglicd as (I0-) 14-18 mm. and the number of carpels as 
20-50; they call the j)lant trailing tormentil. The 4-merous 
flower (4 j)etals. 4 sepals, 4 ejiicalyx segments) easily identifies 
the species in the standard floras. Rydberg (1908) has it in the 
small group ToiinenliUae, characteri/ed by the flowers solitary, 
axillary, on long jjedicels, leaflets not tomentose beneath. P. cana¬ 
densis is a neighboring sj)ecies and from a distance P. anglica 
api^ears similar, until one approaches and notices that the bright 
yellow corolla is 4-merous. 1 he colony is conspicuous enough, 
but “merely a yellow llower on the lawn” does not invite investi¬ 
gation, and it may well jjass as any low (iiujuefoil or e\en a lady- 
sorrel or a buttercuj). 

In Ganada the spet ies is known from Labrador, Newfound¬ 
land, (ki])e Breton Island and Nova Scotia, accortling to Fernakl 
(1950). For the United States it has been re]>ortetl from only two 
states. Rydberg (1908) citetl it as introduced in California. 
Dix (1949) was the first to report it from the Fast. He collected 
it near Lake Shehawken. W’avne Co., Pa.; he wrote that its iden- 
tity was confirmed by Fernakl, that it was abundant and grew 
on a somewhat wet rocky sk)]>e with the usual j^asture grasses 
and adventives, that it blossomed late in the fall and that the 
flowers were 10-13 mm. broad. He added that another locality 
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about a (|uartei of a mile south was discovered in Sept. 24, 1949. 
d'he species was again mentioned for Lake Shehawken, as seen 
on the rorrey Botanical Club trij) to the area, by Louis E. Hand 

in Bull. 'I'orrey Club (1950) 77: 40S. 

Cdeason (1952) does not tite the eastern Pennsylvania station. 
He persists in using the binomial P. procurtihens Sibthorj) (pub¬ 
lished in 1794) instead of the earlier P. anglica Laichartling (pub¬ 
lished in 1790); but 1 have not looketl into the matter of nomen¬ 
clature. LIntil recently when Laicharding’s earlier, but obscure, 
binomial was revived, the name P. prociunbens was in uniform 
use everywhere. Incidentally, in his key Gleason distinguishes 
th.“ s]>ecies by its 4-merous (lowers from P. replans L. with Mowers 
“all 5-merous” but the illustration of the latter in the same work 
shows clearly four petals. Also, for one described as having “leaf¬ 
lets 5 or 7” the figure of P. reptans too much suggests some tri- 
foliolate leaves. I could not trace the actual specimens from 
width the illustrations of P. replans and P. anglira were tlrawn 
for the New Illustrated Flora, but if they were tlrawn frt)m the 
j)roper species, the witlely s|)reatling hairs as sht)wn t)n stems and 
petlicels of bt)th must have originatetl in the artist’s unthallenged 

imaginatit)!!. 

.\s untjuestionetl as the itlentity of the sj)eties appears frt)m 
tlesci ij>tit)n, I tt)ukl not check my specimen of P. angliea with 
authenticatttl Eurt)j>ean material, anti suth a ct)mparison wtndtl 
be tlesiiable. It has alreatly been hintetl how the trailing tt)r- 
mentil mav be overlt)oketl as a comintiii cint|ueft)il t)r stmie other 
lt)w-growing yellt)w-llt)weretl plant. I wt)idtl pretlitt that inter- 
estetl jxrsons thus alertetl will tlisct)ver P. angliea elsewhere, 
particidarly on lawns, anti will eventually j>rove it to be fairly 
witlespreatl in its eastern range.—Josi i’H Mt)NA(;HiNt>, new vt)RK 
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